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Backing Heavy Equipment Safely

Many construction equipment operations require the use of bi-directional equipment that can be driven
both forward and backward.

Backing up heavy equipment is always risky business. Vehicles such as dump trucks, bulldozers, front-
end loaders, and concrete trucks have blind spots during backing.

When backing is absolutely necessary, certain precautions should always be observed.

O Walk around the equipment before
starting work. Be sure you are familiar

with the area. ' :
O Keep non essential equipment and S .
L

people out of the area. |

.

O Make sure that your mirrors are properly
adjusted.

O Be sure that back up alarms, which are mandatory on all bi-directional equipment, are functional.

O Always keep the spotter in full view during dumping operations.

O Always be familiar with the limitations of the equipment.

The idea is to be sure that everyone watches out for his or her own safety. Problems develop when
someone forgets this! Thousands of pounds of construction equipment are not forgiving when they make
contact with the human body. As an equipment operator, you have the responsibility to use this power

with wisdom and care.

The professional equipment operator never assumes the path is clear unless it can be seen or unless a
guide can verify that it is clear.
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This document is provided for information purposes only. It is not intended to be a substitute for individual legal

counsel or advice on issues discussed within. Readers seeking resolution of specific legal issues or business H TFORD
concerns related to the captioned topic should consult their attorneys and/or insurance representatives.

For more information, contact your local Hartford agent or your Hartford Loss Control Consultant.

Visit The Hartford’s Loss Control web site at http.//www.thehartford.com/corporate/losscontrol/
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