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Computers in Autos 
 
As we proceed into a world where pen tops and personal computers are part of many employees' standard 
equipment, several issues of safety and security should be of concern.  
 
Security 
 
One of the prime considerations is the security of computer and video equipment when left 
unattended in a vehicle. It should be common sense that valuable equipment needs to be kept out of sight.  
This means that it should always be kept locked in the trunk of your car when not in use. "Out of sight is 
out of mind." If a passerby cannot see it, he/she will not be tempted by it. 
 
Variations in Temperature 
 
When storing the computer in your auto, recognize that you must meet specific temperature 
considerations. Do not store the computer at temperatures below -4°F or above +100°F; do not use or turn 
on the computer outside of the range +32F° to +95°F. If the computer is stored at a temperature below 
freezing, warm it up to +32°F before turning it on. In the summer or in warm climates, storage in the 
trunk is normally cooler than inside the passenger compartment, since the sun's rays cannot penetrate to 
the interior of the trunk. 
 
Personal Safety 
 
An equally important consideration is your personal safety if you are transporting the computer within the 
interior of the vehicle as you drive from one location to another. In the event of an accident, any loose 
object will become a projectile. Consider the force of a 3-7 pound computer with carrying case when it is 
traveling at 35 mph. It is most definitely not something that you want to strike you on the side of the 
head! 
 
To prevent this from happening, always secure the computer or video equipment with a seat belt through 
part of the carrying case. When a computer is properly secured by a belt, not only will you be protected 
from possible harm in the event of an accident, so will the computer. It is not safe to try to operate the 
computer while you are driving. Reserve computer operation for a time when you are properly and safely 
parked. 
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The information provided in these materials is of a general nature, based on certain assumptions. The 
content of these materials may omit certain details and cannot be regarded as advice that would be 
applicable to all businesses. As such, this information is provided for informational purposes only.  
Readers seeking resolution of specific safety, legal or business issues or concerns regarding this topic 
should consult their safety consultant, attorney or business advisors. The background presented is not a 
substitute for a thorough loss control survey of your business or operations or an analysis of the legality 
or appropriateness of your business practices. The information provided should not be considered legal 
advice.  
 
The Hartford does not warrant that the implementation of any view or recommendation contained herein 
will: (i) result in the elimination of any unsafe conditions at your business locations or with respect to your 
business operations; or (ii) will be an appropriate legal or business practice. Further, The Hartford does 
not warrant that the implementation of any view or recommendation will result in compliance with any 
health, fire, or safety standards or codes, or any local, state, or federal ordinance, regulation, statute or 
law (including, but not limited to, any nationally recognized life, building or fire safety code or any state or 
federal privacy or employment law). The Hartford assumes no responsibility for the control or correction 
of hazards or legal compliance with respect to your business practices, and the views and 
recommendations contained herein shall not constitute our undertaking, on your behalf or for the benefit 
of others, to determine or warrant that your business premises, locations or operations are safe or 
healthful, or are in compliance with any law, rule or regulation.   
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