
When homeowners remodel, they have the opportunity to integrate design ideas to live 
comfortably at home for a lifetime. Universal design (UD), also referred to as livable design, 
means creating an environment that’s easy for everyone to use—regardless of age, size or 
ability. It emphasizes convenience, simplicity, flexibility and adaptability, and includes  
appealing and stylish features that are widely available today. To further understand 
homeowners’ consideration of features when they may be remodeling, The Hartford 
Center for Mature Market Excellence and the University of Southern California Davis 
School of Gerontology surveyed Boomers and asked them about their plans.
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40% of Boomer homeowners plan to remodel  
in the future

Among Boomers planning to remodel their home, they 
give the following reason(s) for the remodel: 

Of those planning to remodel, here are the room(s) they  
plan to tackle (respondents could select more than one):

When Boomers were shown photos of livable design  
features for the kitchen, respondents said they would  
consider including the following in the remodel plans:  

When Boomers were shown photos of universal design 
bathroom features, the most common features they  
would consider include: 
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28%

• will remodel in the next two years

12%

• will wait three years or more

56%

50%

26%

34%

10%

18%

Bathroom(s)

Kitchen

Utility Room 
Laundry Room 
Garage 
BasementOther

Living Room 
Family Room 
Dining Room 

Bedroom

Single lever faucet handle

Comfort height toilet

Grab bars in the tub  
and shower 

Adjustable-height,  
hand-held shower hose  

Walk-in shower with little  
or no threshold   

56%

56%

53%

49%

47%

Pullout drawers in base cabinets

Lighting from multiple sources

Level thresholds between kitchen and adjacent rooms 

D- or U-shaped handles, rather than knobs

Countertops at different heights

75%

61% 61% 59%

42%

want to make home 
improvements

are addressing a health issue or planning for the future and 
growing older

are planning for a change in the family or other 
family-related reasons5%

95%

21%

The Hartford and USC Davis School of Gerontology conducted an online survey fielded by TNS from April 23 through 26, 2015.  
The survey was completed by 1,096 adults between the ages of 51 and 69 (Boomers) and is representative of the U.S. household population. 
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